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Using the Gateway to Writing resource
Handwriting
Practitioner issue: In order to contribute to the updating of the handwriting policy in a primary school,
the Reception teacher is looking for guidance on how to teach handwriting in the Reception year, and
also on how to provide specific support for left-handed children.

Gateway to Writing

New materials

Access to case studies
including exemplification of effective
practitioner behaviours

Links to existing
materials

Various documents here to choose from, but for this query would be most likely to choose:
Developing handwriting
This document sets out some basic elements of
the developmental pathway that leads from babies
playing with their own fingers and toes to the early
learning goal for five-year-olds. It also covers the
areas of: fine and gross motor control skills, letter
patterns and shapes, advice on handwriting
policies and guidance for practitioners working
with children who are left-handed.

Refers the practitioner to
The Practice Guidance for the
Early Years Foundation Stage
Throughout the document,
practitioners will be referred to this
guidance, which includes the section
highlighting the range of skills that
children need to orchestrate at
the point of writing: language for
thinking, linking sounds and letters,
writing and handwriting.
The document also refers
practitioners to other related areas
of learning and development such as
Physical development and Creative
development.
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Mark Making
Matters
Young children
making meaning
in all areas of
learning and
development.

The crucial role of the Early Years practitioner
in supporting young writers within a
literacy-rich environment
This document will give the practitioner support
in a number of areas that includes both the
transcriptional and compositional elements
of writing.

Letters and
Sounds
Principles of High
Quality Phonics.

CLLD materials
audit for
Reception
Reflects the
principles of
effective learning
and teaching

00112-2010PDF-EN-03

