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Using the Gateway to Writing resource
Identifying the issue
Practitioner issue: The Reception teacher is concerned that children very rarely choose to write
independently and are also reluctant to write in adult-initiated activities. She isn’t sure why this is the
case, as there is a range of writing opportunities within the learning environment, and is eager to identify
what the barriers may be.
Gateway to Writing

New materials

Access to case studies
including exemplification of effective
practitioner behaviours

Links to existing
materials

Various documents here to choose from, but for this query would be most likely to choose:
First things first: Identify your priorities
This will help practitioner to identify what the issues are and after completing will have key priorities for
development. Dependent upon these priorities, the practitioner will be guided to links within the site.

Key priority is to
develop the writing
environment.

CLLD materials
Literacy Learning
Environment
This will help
practitioner identify
how to provide
a range of highquality literacy
experiences within
a print-rich physical
environment.

Practice Guidance
for the Early Years
Foundation Stage
The link will take the
practitioner to the section
of the guidance that
highlights the range of
skills that children need
to orchestrate at the point
of writing: language for
thinking, linking sounds
and letters, writing and
handwriting.

Boys and writing
How practitioners
can support
boys in the early
stages of learning
to write.

Mark Making Matters
Young children making meaning in all
areas of learning and development.

Communication, Language and Literacy
Essential Knowledge (CLLEK) module 3
Word recognition and phonics teaching.
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Key priority is
to encourage
children to see
themselves as
writers.

Letters and Sounds
Principles of High
Quality Phonics.

Key priority is to
develop practitioner
understanding of the
writing process.
The crucial role of the
Early Years practitioner
in supporting young
writers within a literacyrich environment
This will give the
practitioner support
in a number of areas
that includes both the
transcriptional and
compositional elements of
writing. They will also be
guided to other links within
the document and site.
Developing handwriting
Sets out some basic
elements of the
developmental pathway
that leads from babies
playing with their own
fingers and toes to the
early learning goal for
five-year-olds.
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